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PURPOSE: To eliminate the mark of a hot plate to the surface of a patterning film 
by holding the patterning film in a non-contact state to heat the same by providing 
a recessed part demarcated by a peripheral wall to the hot plate on the side of a 
film holding surface thereof and bringing the patterning film into close contact with 
the film holding surface to form a hermetically closed heating space. 

CONSTITUTION: A frame-shape suction plate 14 is attached to the surface of the heating 
plate 10 of a hot plate 9 and a recessed part 14b is formed by the peripheral wall 
14a of the suction plate 14. A patterning film X is chucked by a chuck means to 
be drawn out and supplied to the front surface of the hot plate 9 and pressed to 
the peripheral wall 14a of the suction plate 14 by a film press frame 32 to be stretched 
and cut by a cutter 35. Next, the press frame 32 and the hot plate 9 are moved to 
the area between molds 1, 2 and the communication of a vacuum pump 30 and a 
low pressure compressor 22 is held by three-way changeover valves 21. 29 and the 
film X is drawn to the peripheral wall 14a without being slackened. Further, air is 
blown in the gap between a heating plate 10 and the film X to feed the film X to 
the surface of the heating plate 10 in a non-contact state to heat the same. The molds 
1. .2 are closed to bring the film X into contact with the cavity surface 2a of the 
mold 2. 
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